[image: image1.png]






Rainwater Tanks and Stormwater Systems

You have a range of options for stormwater collection and utilization. To be eligible for a rebate the tank size must be at least 600 litres and we encourage people to install tanks with a capacity of at least 1,000 litres so that the storage capacity is useful. The options are as follows:

Install a tank. 

This allows you to run a hose to the garden. However the pressure will not be sufficient to run a sprinkler or most types of hose nozzles. Also most of the water you could collect will be wasted as the garden does not need watering in winter. This kind of system costs less than $1,000 (including installation) and would be eligible for a $150 government rebate.

Install a tank and pressure pump. 

This allows you to hose the garden with any standard nozzle, to use sprinklers, to flush a toilet and to supply stormwater to your washing machine. You would get much better use of the water available in winter as you would be using water every day. 
The cost would be around than $1,600 (including installation) and a rebate of $300 would be applicable. However this system has a significant disadvantage if you use it for toilet flushing and laundry. If the tank runs out you can’t flush the toilet. You have to top it up with the hose, (not fun at 9.00pm). Because of this these systems are generally only used for the garden.

Install a tank, pressure pump and automatic diverter system.  
This is the system that is recommended for toilet flushing, laundry, and garden use. It includes an automatic valve which senses when your water tank is empty and switches the supply back to the water mains. When you tank water level rises you automatically go back to your tank supply. 
The pump, diverter valve, controller and pump cover are available in a package called the Rain Bank. This simplifies plumbing and installation of these components. These systems typically cost around $2,500 (including installation) minus the government rebate of $300. 

Installation 

Installation of the tank and associated components needs to be done by a qualified plumber if you are to receive the government rebate. Plumbers typically cost around  $500 a day plus parts. Installation can take between half and one day. 
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